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SUBJECT :INTERNAL SECURITY: GOC PROMULGATES TOUGH NEW 
SECURITY STATUTE 

1 . ON SEPTEMBER 6, GOC PROMULGATED NEW SECURITY STATUTE, 

SETTING FORTH VARIOUS MEASURES TO DEAL WITH COMMON CRIME AND 
TERRORISM. IN RADIO AND TELEVISION BROADCASTS LATER IN THE DAY, 
MINISTER OF GOVERNMENT ZEA HERNANDEZ AND MINISTER OF DEFENSE 
CAMACHO LEYVA EXPLAINED THAT STATUTE HAD BEEN DRAWN UP BECAUSE 
GAPS IN EXISTING LEGISLATION AND INCREASNG FREQUENCY OF SUCH 
CRIMES AS KIDNAPPING, DRUG TRAFFICKING, EXTORTION AND TERRORISM 
NECESSITATED SUCH ACTION. ZEA ALSO EMPHASIZED GOC'S DEDICATION 
TO PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND DECLARED THAT STATUTE WOULD 
NOT IMPAIR RIGHTS OR SOCIAL GUARANTEES ENJOYED BY COLOMBIAN 
PEOPLE. 

2. AMONG SPECIFIC MEASURES PROVIDED FOR BY GOC ARE INCREASED 
PENALTIES FOR THOSE FOUND GUILTY OF KIDNAPPING, PARTICIPATING 
IN ARMED REBELLIONS, TERRORIST ACTIVITIES, EXTORTION, AND 
ILLEGAL POSSESSION, MANUFACTURE, TRANSPORT OR SUPPLY OF 
ARMS. IN CASE OF KIDNAPPING, THE PENALTY FIXED BY THE 
STATUTE IS 10-20 YEARS IN PRISON, 20-30 WHEN THE VICTIM DIES. 

TERRORIST ACTIVITIES INVOLVING THE USE OF EXPLOSIVES WILL BE 
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PUNISHED BY 2-6 YEARS OF PRISON AND BY 20-24 IF SUCH 
ACTIVITIES RESUL IN ANYONE'S DEATH. IN ADDITION, THE 
STATUTE PROVIDES FOR CONTROLS OVER THE PUBLICATION BY 
RADIO OR TELEVISION STATIONS OF COMMUNICATIONS, DECLARATIONS, 

OR COMMENTARIES RELATIVE TO PUBLIC ORDER QUESTIONS. 

3. COMMENT: THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT MOST COLOMBIANS SUPPORT 
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STRONG ACTION BY THE GOC AGAINST THOSE ENGAGED IN CRIMINAL 
AND TERRORIST ACTIVITIES. PUBLIC CONCERN HAS RECENTLY BEEN 
FUELED BY A REPORT SUBMITTED BY THE OUTGOING HEAD OF DAS 
(ADMINISTRATIVE SECURITY DEPARTMENT) LEON LINARES TO FORMER 
PRESIDENT LOPEZ, IN WHICH LEON CITES FIGURES OF 324 KID- 
NAPPINGS AND PAYMENTS OF U.S. $158 MILLION IN THE LAST FOUR 
YEARS. THERE IS SOME SKEPTICISM, HOWEVER, AS TO WHETHER 
THE MEASURES ENVISAGED BY THE NEW STATUTE WILL DO THE JOB. 
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